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My opinion . . . 

 
Ruby is a great girl. Alone in this awful, extraordinary situation I think she copes with 
it amazingly. It goes without saying that as a fifteen year old she succumbs to the 
shopping . . . and raids shops (for things) she wouldn't normally be able to afford. 
 
But the really important decisions she makes on the path to her fate, how she makes 
up for the loss of her friends and family and focuses her attention on the animals 
after she discovers that these seem to be resistant to the killer bacterium, is very 
realistic . . . 
 
It's hard to imagine how one would react in such a catastrophe and you definitely 
can't say in advance. You’d have to go through this experience to know how you 
would react or behave (but we haven't had to do that, thank God). But suppose if I 
had to make a prediction, then I would - at my age of over 30 - certainly find many 
parallels to Ruby. 
 
She is a very realistic character who is simply fun despite the really awful situation - 
in which she lets her English sarcasm come to the fore in every bad situation. 
 
I have never read such dystopia.  
 
Virginia Bergin manages to create scenery through images in the cinema in my 
head, in which the catastrophe is actually happening . . . We experience at first hand 
the outbreak, and the resulting twists of fate of our protagonist. With a youthful, 
darkly humorous style of writing we are told a really awful story; how there is no 
worse vision of the future, when you think of how often we come into daily contact 
with water/rain-water/condensation and lots more.  
 
I found the fact that the author uses butterflies for the swear words particularly 
interesting; we still arrive at ‘bad’ language, but we can put this down - without doubt 
- to the "British sense of humour". I found it great! 
 
It is also realistic when you think that even a toilet flush operates with water . . . 
everything has not just been thought through in the finest detail but also lived 
through. And that makes this book so realistic - down to the finest detail.   
With the style of writing and the awful story we have a crazy, realistic situation, which 
made me think about the book as soon as I came into contact with water . . . 
 
It’s obvious that Virginia has already done a lot in the field of script writing for theatre 
and film. I could really imagine a film version of the book . . . 
 
I am really excited to find out when we can expect the sequel, "Storm" and I’ll waste 
no time reading it. 
 
I have definitely found my first highlight for 2015. 
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